
MARK YOUR
CALENDARS

September 2025

Labor Day - 
Church Office Closed

September 1

Meramec Bluffs Gathering
Wednesday, September 3

Confirmation Parent/Student 
Meeting

Wednesday, September 3

Rally Day
Sunday, September 7

Gateway Brown Bag
Monday, September 8

God’s Work. Our Hands.
Sunday, September 14

Gateway180 Sort Donations
Friday, September 19

Church Council Meeting
Sunday, September 21

Trinity Book Group
Monday, July 28 & August 25

Assemble Thanksgiving Boxes
Sunday, September 28

Trinitell Monthly 
Newsletter Deadline

The deadline for submitting 
articles for the October Trinitell 
is September 15. Email articles 
or information to Nicole Maloy at
communications@tlc-stl.org 
or mail to Trinity. 

GRACE. GRATITUDE. 
GENEROSITY.

Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God every 
time I remember you, constantly praying with joy 
in every one of my prayers for all of you, because 
of your sharing in the gospel from the first day 
until now. I am confident of this, that the one 
who began a good work among you will bring it 

to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this 
way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you 
share in God’s grace with me. –Philippians 1:2-7a 

While we Lutherans most often use the word “grace” to describe God’s 
unconditional acceptance of us, grace is, most simply, recognizing 
the “gift-quality” of any good thing in your life. It is recognizing that 
something wonderful in your life did not have to be, exists apart from 
your own effort, and came to you freely. 

Theologians have often described this as “common grace,” things of 
the natural world which we recognize as blessings – the beauty of a 
sunrise or sunset, the delighted smile on a child’s face, the faithful 
love of a parent or partner, the solemn beauty of the Meramec River. 
We did nothing to earn these things but rather recognize them as 
sheer blessing and receive them as sheer gift. 

When you recognize grace in your life – whether God’s grace to us 
in Jesus or the common grace and ordinary blessings of our life in 
the world – it naturally stirs in you a sense of gratitude. Precisely 
because these things did not have to be, precisely because we did not 
create or manufacture them, a deep sense of thankfulness wells up 
inside us when we notice the gifts we have been given. 

And that gratitude is powerful! It creates hope, lifts our spirits, and 
energizes us to make the most of this life we’ve been given. Gratitude, 
in turn, begets generosity. When you receive something, it’s natural 
to want to give something back in return, to pass on that good feeling, 
to respond in kind. And generosity wields its own kind of power. 
When you give something to another, you become more aware of all 
that you have, you feel empowered to make a difference, and you feel 
more connected to those you with whom you are sharing. 

continued on page 2

mailto:communications%40tlc-stl.org%20?subject=
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
continued from page 1

WORSHIP WITH US
ONE WORSHIP SERVICE

AT 10:00 AM
IN THE SANCTUARY

AND ONLINE
Our 10:00 AM worship service is available in person 
and online via our Trinity YouTube Channel. If 
you are unable to watch at 10:00 AM, you may view the 
services online at your convenience. To watch our worship 
services, please click HERE.

In all these ways, generosity makes you more keenly aware of how grace-filled your life is. And then 
it starts all over again! Grace leading to gratitude, gratitude empowering generosity, and generosity 
multiplying your awareness of grace. And so on, and so on…. 

Earlier this week, I was grabbing a shopping cart to go into Aldi. After patting my front pockets, I 
discovered that I left my quarter in the car. I got a couple steps toward my car to grab a quarter when a 
man and his son gave me there empty shopping cart. Pleasantries were exchange. As they were walking 
away, I overheard that boy, with delight, say to the adult he was with.  “That felt SO GOOD!” It’s a 
ridiculously small example, I know, yet still offers a huge principle about our life in this world: blessings 
are all around and when we see and share them, life is so much richer. 

As the school year gets into rhythm and we start our program year at Trinity. I’d invite you to put the 
“three Gs” to work in your life more intentionally. Take time to recognize the grace you’ve been given, give 
thanks, and then choose a way to give back. 

As this wheel of grace, gratitude, and generosity kicks into action, notice how much more confident and 
hopeful you are, how much more connected you feel to those around you, and how much more aware you 
are of the everyday blessings that God bestows on us. 

Grace. Gratitude. Generosity. It’s a powerful combination. No wonder Paul begins his letter to his beloved 
congregation in Philippi by weaving these three together – this is what constituted their life in the faith 
together. May it also be so with us at Trinity this fall and beyond! 

Serving Christ Together,
Pastor Chris

https://www.youmattertogod.org/virtual-worship


3

PASTOR EMERITUS REPORT
Roy Christell

pastorroy@tlc-stl.org

“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every 
one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the Gospel from the 
first day until now.”
(Philippians 1:3-5)

This is the perfect scripture passage for me right now. I am pleased to be able to 
say that my work with Trinity will continue as the Church Council has extended 
my contract to be Emeritus Pastor with you for another year. What is most 
significant and most treasured for me is that Terry and I have found a “church 
family” among you. We have been so enfolded by you and for that I give thanks 
to God and to all of you. 

As we look forward to the coming year, I am hopeful to be able to support Pastor Chris as his leadership 
continues to offer such a compassionate and enthusiastic vision. The staff of Trinity Church are so gifted 
and such a blessing which makes it a joy to be a part of our life together. And then there is you, the family 
of Trinity Church. Joy is the perfect word to describe what it’s like to be here among you!  

Paul continued, “I am confident of this, that the One Who began a good work among you will bring it to 
completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold 
me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me...”  (Philippians 1:6-7)

It is wonderful to see God at work among us. Thanks be to God!

Pastor Roy Christell

mailto:vicargail%40tlc-stl.org?subject=
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AUGUST COUNCIL MINUTES
Date:  August 17, 2025

Present:  Pastor Chris Naig, Larry Tietjen, Jeff Haferkamp, Mike Hower, John Engle, Dan Fry, Eric 
Halter, Gene Kerr, Elaine Larson, Mikki Lee, Jim Mueller

Call to Order:  11:15 PM

Opening Prayer: Pastor Chris

Approval of June Minutes:  Approved unamanimously. 

President’s Report—Larry’s Columbarium update 
	● Extra costs incurred in shoring up foundation for columbarium - $25k-$30k to get solid ground 
	● Still below budget but this will cut into beautification of cemetery unless extra funds are 

presented.
	● Consideration still for opening up niches to community and not just congregation…this will 

increase sales.
	
Pastor’s Report—Pastor Chris 

	● God’s Work our Hands – Sept 14th rent school buses and deliver box lunches to St. Phillips
	● Pastor Richard Ashley from St. Phillips – Sept. 7th to give Temple Talk about those impacted 

by tornadoes.
	○ Idea is to present the 10% of ERTC funding to Dr. Ashley at that time.  

	● Bookkeeper Update:  Julie had last day Aug. 8th. Mike Hower is keeping things organized in 
interim.

	○ Out of 43 applicants, narrowed down to 5 to interview.  
	● Scatter Garden going in next Sunday – Hudson Frank (Eagle Scout) directing project.
	● VBS had 78 in attendance. Confirmation of 6th, 7th, and 8th grade (37 confirmands expected).  
	● Preschool has 139 students filling 180 slots.  

Treasurer’s Report—Mike Hower
	● Envelope is negative vs budget for the month, slightly below budget for year and slightly above 

last year.
	● Total expenses are less than budget for the month and YTD.
	● Kormenn concert raised $1,350 for Preschool.

New Business
	● Mike Sharitz was contacted by the company who seals the parking lot, and they could do next 

week for $9700 but that would mean moving it ahead a year. Could delay to 2027 and normally 
cost is $12,000.

	● Pastor Roy’s 1 year contract is up Aug. 31st. Council voted and approved to extend contract ($32k) 
+ mileage + $1000 bonus.

	● Sanctuary refresh completed by Naig’s and it looks great…finishing touches being done.
	● Motion to take 10% of ERTC funds and donate to St. Phillips Parish to help those impacted by 

tornadoes. Voted on and approved.  

continued on page 5
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AUGUST COUNCIL MINUTES
continued from page 4

Meeting Adjourned at 12:45 PM.

Detailed monthly financial reports are available upon request. Contact Mike Hower at how-hep@msn.
com

Next Meeting
	● Sunday, September 21, 2025 at 12:00 pm in the Conference Room.

STATUS OF ENVELOPE GIVING
THROUGH JULY 31, 2025

Budget through 7/31/25  $397,950

Actual Giving through 7/31/25  $391,872

Surplus (Shortfall) ($    6,078)

WELCOME ANDREW!
TRINITY’S NEW BOOKEEPER

Andrew LeFurge is a transplant from Michigan and the city of Grand 
Haven on the shore of Lake Michigan. Andrew has his bachelors degree 
from Western Michigan University (2025 NCAA national hockey 
champions) and masters degree from Grand Valley State University. In 
Grand Haven he was an active member of First Presbyterian Church 
as Elder, Treasurer, and a member of the Joyful Noise Advisory 
Committee. Interests include sports, the arts, and woodworking. He 
grew up in the Lutheran Church and was married to his wife Staci at 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Andrew, Staci, 
and 13 year-old daughter Tatum, were drawn to the St. Louis area by a 
job opportunity for Staci who now works for Ameren. She is an alumnus 
of the University of Miami and the University of Michigan. Tatum, an 
8th grader at Parkway West, was in a Spanish immersion curriculum 
in Michigan, is fluent in Spanish, and plays the tuba. The family enjoys 
traveling with popular destinations being zoos and aquariums, and 
visiting family around the country.  They have two cats named Heidi 
and Spade and reside just down the street, in Ballwin.

mailto:how-hep%40msn.com?subject=
mailto:how-hep%40msn.com?subject=
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SEPTEMBER ADULT FORUM
SUNDAYS AT 11:15 AM IN ROOM 123

September 7:  No Adult Forum—Rally Sunday 

September 14:  No Adult Forum—God’s Work. Our Hands. 

September 21:  Maturity Ministry
Presenter: Pastor Chris.  One of the gifts of ministry is to see people become their authentic selves as we 
age. The truth telling, the gospel, tragedy, comedy, and fairytale of life is beautifully shared in so many 
of my conversation with you. My hunch is that the world needs your wisdom and God’s grace more than 
ever. I think people are craving to hear your story. 

September 28:  The 10 Spiritual Developmental Tasks of the Maturing Years: Ages 45 and 
Above —Part II
Presenter: Dr Dick Johnson. As we mature our spiritual pace quickens. With maturation we are called 
to shift our focus more toward our interior life, the place where God resides within us. We grow closer to 
that transcendent understanding of living in the world, while not being of the world. This paradox is only 
one of ten that begin to connect the patches of the fabric of our life into a wondrous quilt of many colors. 
Come and discover the ten spiritual developmental tasks of “The Maturing Years”.

ADULT FORUM

In our last Youth Leading Youth session, we 
decorated Bibles and went over a verse in Matthew. 

Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow 
or reap or store away in barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you  not much 
more valuable than they? Can any one of you by 
worrying add a single hour to your life?
� Matthew 6:26-27

Paige Halter
Youth LEADing youth Coordinator

ELCA CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY

YOUTH LEADING YOUTH
Paige Halter

yly@tlc-stl.org
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It was an honor to be invited to the ELCA Churchwide Assembly for the first time.  I very much 
appreciated the opportunity to attend, experience and learn side by side others from the ELCA Lutheran 
Church – thank you.

Here are some takeaways from this experience that I would like to share:
	● Attending this assembly was a lot to digest and discern – a large amount of information being 

discussed at once, took more out of me than I had anticipated.  
	● As a first-time attendee, trying to stay on track with the discussion points: what memorial, 

an amendment to an amendment with a different version etc. It caused more confusion than 
understanding and being able to engage in the information. 

	● I was disheartened that we took such a Palestine only stand in memorial D4.  However, some hope 
was brought about as representatives of the Sumud initiative – the ELCA’s response to occupation 
and injustice in Palestine and Isreal – and its partners presented on their work and ministry in both 
Palestine and Isreal. The URJ’s (Union of Reformed Judaism) stated at the ELCA Assembly, “the 
death of every citizen of Gaza is a tragedy, full stop.” Rick Jacobs, President of the URJ, expressed 
that the memorial the Assembly passed on day 3 will make Jewish people feel less safe. Bishop Eaton 
acknowledged the nature of the ELCA’s history being of “both-and” church in an “either-or” world. 
Bishop Eaton went on to say, “the things we face in our own country and in our own church and all 
that’s going on in Isreal and Palestine are just not that simple.” Amen!

Being a first-time attendee brought some fabulous highlights for me.
	● The election of Bishop Yehiel Curry. His apprentice style of leadership, his explanation and authentic 

Holy Spirit driven proclamation of the Gospel is incredible. 
	● The election of Secretary Lucille “CeCee” Mills. Ce-Cee’s talk about the ELCA constitution as a living 

document, a mission statement that lives beyond people was enjoyable.
	● Impressed that Justice fatigue was a discussion point.
	● Overjoyed to hear Imran Siddiqui, ELCA Vice President, say” something near to my heart is the 

systemic devaluation of lay leadership in our church.”
	● The social statement: “Faith and Civic Life; Seeking the Wellbeing of All” – being passed.
	● Great to hear that worship attendance has grown by 130,000 since 2021. Sue Rothmeyer, Synod 

Secretary, positive statement: “we are seeing signs of renewed engagement.”

Throughout the week I often echoed back to Bishop Elizabeth Eaton words from our opening worship; 
“The world wants to divide us, but the eucharist brings us together,” and “In the eucharist, we are ‘re-
membered,’ and in God, nothing is lost.”

Re-membered. Our ELCA is not a hierarchy with a chain of command. Our three expressions of the 
ELCA: congregations, synods, and the churchwide organization came together at this assembly to discuss 
and act upon what God is calling us to be. This assembly had a strong youth presence, and many stood to 
share their thoughts and feelings, which I believe positively impacted the votes and the direction that our 
church is moving. There’s a lot of discernment and work of the Holy Spirit before us all!

“What are we going to do now for the sake of the world?” was the refrain of the sending worship 
service… reminding us that we are called to action just like Peter when Jesus told him to “feed my sheep”.  
Thank you for being part of this journey with me. Thank you for your prayers for all of your voting 
members of the 2025 Churchwide Assembly.

Serving in Christ together, Pastor Chris Naig

ELCA CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY
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FACILITY REPORT
Mike Sharitz

facility@tlc-stl.org

It has been a busy summer at the Trinity facility. All the preschool classroom floors have been stripped 
and waxed.Thanks to Isa Pico for her work prepping the rooms before Fred Bussman did his part.The 
preschool little gym has been painted, thanks to Ken Hardebeck, Mike Herrmann, Ron Jones, Gene 
Kerr, Fred Meyland-Smith, Paul Ogier and Jon Trettel. Fish Window Cleaning cleaned all the church  
and preschool windows inside and out.Always does a great job.There has been a lot of activity on the 
Columbarium. After some challenging discoveries that caused additional concrete requirements, we have 
poured the footings and the pad for the columbarium. The columbarium is scheduled to arrive by the end 
of September. Once it is installed we will install sidewalks and finish grading and seeding the area. So 
hopefully mid October the project will be complete. The other big project was the remodel of the front of 
the sanctuary. Many thanks to the Naig family, Paul Poehlers, Ron Jones, Pastor Roy, Conner Jones, 
Greg Jones, and Fred Meyland -Smith.

Mike Sharitz
Facilities Manager

mailto:facility%40tlc-stl.org?subject=
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Stacey Drake

kidsministry@tlc-stl.org

Our first day of Sunday School, Rally Day, is September 7. 

Sunday School will be held each Sunday morning from 9:00-10:00 for children ages 3- 5th grade. Our 
Sunday School Room is now located in our downstairs hallway closest to the gym in Room 7. Children 
ages 3- 2nd grade will meet with Ms. Stacey in our Sunday School Room. Children in 3rd-5th grade will 
meet with Mr. Graeme in our upstairs music room in room 262 at the top of the stairs. All children will 
rotate between 30 minutes of our Bible story along with crafts and games and 30 minutes of music. 

All children in 6th through 8th grade are encouraged to attend our weekly Confirmation Class taught 
by Pastor Chris on Wednesday nights from 7:00-8:00 pm. Confirmation Orientation for children and 
parents is Wednesday, September 3 at 7:00. 

Stacey Drake,
Children’s Ministry Coordinator

RALLY DAY!!!
Sunday, September 7, 2025

9:00 AM Sunday School
10:00 AM Worship Service

11:15 AM Congregational Potluck in the Gym/Outside

Come join us on Sunday, September 7, 2025 right after worhship at 11:15 AM in the Gym with a 
Congregational Picnic. There will be a Potluck meal followed by face painting, balloon art and yard games. 
We will supply brats, burgers and hot dogs. If your last name begins with: 

A - G:  PLEASE BRING A POTATO OR PASTA SIDE DISH (TO SERVE 10) 
H - M:  PLEASE BRING A VEGETABLE SIDE (TO SERVE 10)
N - Z:  PLEASE BRING A DESSERT (TO SERVE 10) 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We need volunteers to help out in the kitchen, to bbq, clean up, and oversee/run games. If you are willing 
to help with any of the above, please sign up on the sign up list near the coffee station in the Atrium, or 
contact Stacey Drake at kidsministry@tlc-stl.org.Thank you!

mailto:kidsministry%40tlc-stl.org?subject=
mailto:kidsministry?subject=
mailto:kidsministry%40tlc-stl.org?subject=
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This fall Trinity Preschool enters its 68th year of providing an outreach program to the community 
through our Christian preschool. At our school, children participate in developmentally appropriate 
activities where they experience and hear daily of Jesus’ love for them. Trinity members can proudly 
invite neighbors and friends to consider enrolling their child in our preschool.  

We have a talented and caring staff who love children and serving God through the preschool. Our lead 
teachers for the 2025-2026 School Year are Megan Bruno, Stacey Drake, Betsy Eshelman, Sally Gantner, 
Meghan Green, Elizabeth Henderson, Amy McGuire, Lindsay O’Connell, Bree Phillips, Jessica Schellman 
and Elizabeth Stigall. Assistant Teachers include Kim Boschert, Michelle Freeman, Cathy Geiger, Lauren 
Grosser, Jenny Lindahl, Kelly McKittrick, Katie Morrisson, Laura Neary, Sarah Thies, Jennifer Ware 
and Katie Weber. We also have a dedicated Music Teacher, Dana Perino that meets with the students 
each week. It is going to be a wonderful year. We thank God for the preschool staff and their dedicated 
service.  

Over the summer, our Preschool Teachers continued to prepare for the new school year by participating 
in both an Intruder and Safety Training led by the Town & Country Police, as well as a CPR and First 
Aid Training through the West County Fire Department. Our Preschool Staff is dedicated to making the 
2025-2026 school year the best year for our students and their families!

A big THANK YOU to those who painted the Atrium/Little Gym over the summer…Ron Jones, Fred 
Meyland-Smith, Gene Kerr, Paul Ogier, Ken Hardebeck, Mike Herrmann and Jon Trettel. The Atrium 
looks so bright and clean…we love it and we know the students will too!

Also thank you to those who gave us extra “helping hands” cleaning and preparing, as we got ready to 
open our doors this year. Mike Sharitz, Bryce Drake, Chris Naig, Ron Jones, Fred Bussman, Isa Pico, 
Fred Meyland-Smith, Leslie Steinmeyer and Amy Jones - we can’t thank you all enough for all you have 
done!  

We also want to thank Jenny Larson and Rebecca Henderson for keeping our Outdoor Garden blooming 
and growing. The students will be so excited to see the beautiful sunflowers and tomatoes that they 
planted in the Spring are now blooming in full.

Special thanks also to the Mission Team for helping with the purchase of items for our brand new 3’s 
classroom…our preschool keeps growing and we are so excited to welcome new little ones to our preschool!

We ask for your prayers, for both our staff and our students, as we open on doors on September 2nd to a 
new school year!

In Him,
Christy Cole
Preschool Director 

TRINITY PRESCHOOL
Christy Cole

Director@tlc-preschool.org
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TRINITY PRESCHOOL
Registration for the 2025-2026

Enrollment Now OPEN

For more information, contact us at
Trinity Lutheran Preschool 

14088 Clayton Road, Chesterfield. MO 63017
636-227-5720 or Director@tlc-preschool.org

www.tlc-preschool.org

WE PROVIDE

• Christ-Centered 
Curriculum

• Play Based Approach 
to Learning

• Handwriting Without 
Tears Program

• Junior Kindergarten 
Program

• Child-Initiated Learning 
Experiences

• Age Appropriate Music 
Instruction

• Low Student to Teacher 
Ratio

• A Caring and Nurturing 
Atmosphere

• STEM-based Maker 
Space for all students

Scan for Website



12

GATEWAY BROWN
BAG ASSEMBLY
Monday, September 8

9:00 AM
Trinity Kitchen

Gateway180 is one of Trinity’s 5 core missions. As 
part of our mission to support Gateway180, once 
a month we assemble sandwiches to support the 
homeless served by Gateway180.

Our next Gateway Brown Bag assembly is 
scheduled for Monday, September 8 at 9:00 am in 
the Trinity kitchen. If you would like to help out, 
you can click HERE to sign up to volunteer or you 
can contact Ken Hardebeck at Lhardebeck@aol.
com or 314-605-4970. Thank you! 

HELP SORT DONATIONS AT 
GATEWAY180

Friday, September 19
9:15 AM

Meet in Trinity Atrium

Thanks to valuable partners, Gateway180 receives 
donations of food, clothing, personal care items, etc. 
for their clients. Once the donations are received, 
they are sorted and organized. A dedicated 
group has developed a well-organized system for 
managing donations but needs some help. 

We are looking for volunteers to join us at 
Gateway180 on Friday, September 19 to sort 
donations. We will meet at Trinity at 9:15 am to 
carpool to Gateway180. If there is enough interest, 
we may stop for lunch on our way back. If you are 
interested or have any questions, please contact 
Kathy Gaal at kgaal@sbcglobal.net or 314-540-
2690.

BE THE HANDS AND FEET OF CHRIST

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO 
PICKUP DONUTS

We are looking for volunteers to pick up pre-
paid donuts from Schnucks on Sunday mornings. 
Contact Amy Jones at office@tlc-stl.org.

BIBLICAL CONVERSATION
Tuesdays, 10:00 AM

in Room 123

Trinity offers a Biblical Conversation on Tuesday 
mornings. Led by Pastor Chris, this is a chance to 
share thoughts and dig deeper into the readings 
for the upcoming Sunday Worship Service. These 
Biblical Conversations are open to everyone! Please 
plan to join us for this weekly conversation.

NURSERY/CHILD CARE
Sundays, 9:45 AM — 11:15 AM

in Nursery Room

All of God’s children, whatever their ages or needs, 
are welcome in worship! Families with young 
children are encouraged to sit in the front rows. 
Childcare for infants to 3 year-olds is available 
in the Nursery (upstairs near the gym) during 
worship in September - May. Please sign in.

https://www.youmattertogod.org/volunteer
mailto:Lhardebeck%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:Lhardebeck%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:kgaal%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
mailto:office%40tlc-stl.org?subject=
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NOT A THRIVENT MEMBER?
You can join for $19.95
and become a member

Did you know that anyone can pay $19.95 to 
become a Thrivent member? This membership cost 
allows you to apply for 1 Thrivent card per year, 
valued at $250. 

The application is simple and it’s a good deal for 
those who want to apply to Thrivent cards for our 
Trinity mission projects. 

Christie Tietjen is willing to walk interested people 
through the application process. Please contact 
Christie at Christie.Tietjen@experitec.com for 
further information.

THRIVENT CARDS NEEDED
We are looking for Thrivent cards for these 
upcoming projects: 

	● Cleaning Supplies for Gateway180
	● Personal Care Items for Gateway180
	● Meals Do Matter Cooking Sessions
	● Uniforms for Lantern Hill
	● Pumpkins for Trinity Preschool
	● Gateway180 Bag Assembly

Remember, if you are a Thrivent member, you 
have access to funds to use for your favorite service 
project or fundraiser! Contact Corlyn Salisbury, 
salisbury04@gmail.com if you’d like to help.

SEPTEMBER
TRINITY BOOK GROUP

Monday, September 22
11:30 am in Room 123

“The River We Remember”
by William Kent Kruger

In 1958, a small Minnesota town is rocked by 
the murder of its most powerful citizen, pouring 
fresh fuel on old grievances in this dazzling novel. 
Investigation of the murder falls to Sheriff Brody 
Dern, a decorated war hero who still carries the 
physical and emotional scars from his military 
service. Even before Dern has the results of the 
autopsy, vicious rumors begin to circulate that the 
killer must be Noah Bluestone, a Native American 
WWII veteran who recently returned to Jewel with 
a Japanese wife. As suspicions and accusations 
mount and the town teeters on the edge of more 
violence, Dern struggles not only to find the truth of 
Quinn’s murder but also to put to rest the demons 
from his own past. 

All are welcome read this spellbinding mystery and 
join our discussion. Bring a lunch too! 

Reading ahead: 

Monday, October 27
“Memorial Days”

by Geraldine Brooks
 

All are invited. Questions? Contact Karen Johnson 
at mrsdrjx5@gmail.com.

BE THE HANDS AND FEET OF CHRIST

https://onboard.cotribute.co/flows/55931fb6-5804-46a3-afb5-9542ecb2b996?web=1&wdLOR=cD45FA516-FD47-453B-94DB-CEE2E5715CDF
mailto:Christie.Tietjen%40experitec.com?subject=
mailto:salisbury04%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:mrsdrjx5%40gmail.com?subject=
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BE THE HANDS AND FEET OF CHRIST

https://c0c8de22-d716-443b-b17e-56b235daa8c5.usrfiles.com/ugd/c0c8de_2b3fce3326cf44be8928effe24b4686a.pdf
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These one-minute weekly video “pick me ups” are available on our website. Click on the graphic and it will 
take you to the current week.

September 7, 2025:  Creation by the Word, Genesis 
1:1—2:4a   
God is hard at work crafting each aspect of the universe, 
sparing no detail. But even the Almighty Creator takes 
time to rest.

September 14, 2025:  Binding of Isaac,  Genesis 
21:1-3; 22:1-14 
Who could imagine the degree to which Abraham’s faith 
is about to be tested?

September 21, 2025:  Jacob’s Dream, Genesis 27:1-
4, 15-23; 28:10-17     
Jacob is a liar and a cheat, and yet God blesses him. It seems unfair until you realize that the blessing 
changed Jacob. 

September 28, 2025:  God’s Name Is Revealed, Exodus 2:23-25; 3:10-15; 4:10-17  
The God of enslaved Israel is about to make good on an ancient promise, and has a special job for his 
servant Moses. This would-be hero, however, is less than enthusiastic.

1-MINUTE “PICK ME UPS”

SAVE THE DATE

https://www.youmattertogod.org/
https://www.youmattertogod.org/
https://driveuploader.com/upload/kv5mE4borH/
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Best of Egypt: Walk in 
the Footsteps of Moses & 
the Holy Family with 
Trinity Lutheran and Rev. 
Chris Naig.                   
January 12 - 22, 2027 
 $3,490 + Airfare 
Included: 10 nights in 5-star hotels 
(Double Occupancy); Breakfast, 
Lunch and Dinner daily; Entrance fees to all sites; All ground transportation in a private 
tour bus; Domestic flights in Egypt 

NOT included: Gratuities for Guide, Driver, Hotels, Restaurants; Airfare; Personal 
expenses; travel insurance.  

Itinerary- 
12 JAN – Departure from USA 
13 JAN – Arrival in Cairo 
14 JAN – Pyramids of Giza & Grand Egyptian Museum 
15 JAN – Coptic Cairo 
16 JAN – Flight to Luxor & Start of Nile Cruise 
17 JAN – West Bank of Luxor & Sail to Esna 
18 JAN – Edfu & Kom Ombo Temples 
19 JAN – Philae Temple & Nubian Village (Aswan) 
20 JAN – Travel to St. Catherine (Sinai) 
21 JAN – Mount Sinai & St. Catherine’s Monastery 
22 JAN – Departure or Jordan Extension 
 
4-Day Jordan Program: Petra, Mount Nebo & Amman 
Day 1: Arrival in Petra – Explore the Rose-Red City 
Day 2: Petra – Mount Nebo – Madaba – Amman 
Day 3: Amman City Tour 
Day 4: Departure 
 

Hope you can join me in Egypt and Jordan for this great expericance. More details in the link 
below. Peace, Chris 

https://www.eliastours.com/tours/best-of-egypt-walk-in-the-footsteps-of-moses-the-
holy-family-with-rev-chris-naig 
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THANK YOU
	● A HUGE thank you goes to Pastor Chris, Aamon and Eli Naig for their hard work building the 

sanctuary.We are all so grateful!
	● Thank you Paul Pohlers for the countless hours he’s put into coordinating the design of our updated 

sanctuary — from the carpet to the greenery and every little detail in between. Your eye for design 
and dedication made a huge impact, and we can’t thank you enough for all your hard work!

	● Thank you Pastor Roy, Mike Sharitz, Connor Jones, Greg Jones and Fred Meyland-Smith for 
assisting in building the sanctuary.

	● Thank you to Dan Fry for faithfully recording Pastor Chris’s 1-minute pick-me-ups each month. Your 
time and effort help spread encouragement to so many—thank you!

	● Thank you Ken Hardebeck, Mike Hermann, Ron Jones, Gene Kerr, Fred Meyland-Smith, Paul Ogier, 
and Jon Trettel for painting the Little Gym! We really appreciate the time and effort you put in — it 
looks fantastic.

	● Thank you to Leslie Steinmeyer, for embroidering hoodies for the Preschool teachers
	● Thank you to Eric Halter, Lisa and Ken Hardebeck, Todd and Nicole Maloy, Bill Melchior, and Barb 

and Jon Trettel for picking up the Sunday Morning Doughnuts!!!!!
	● Thank you to William Maguire and Ron Jones for regularly dragging the ball field and spraying the 

weeds on a regular basis
	● Thank you to Sharon Hild for providing the mints at the welcome desk
	● Thank you to Christie Tietjen and Genie Muller for coordinating the Meals Do Matter Soup 

Assembly! And heartfelt thanks to EVERYONE who helped assemble the soup kits—your time and 
effort truly make a difference!

	● 	Thank you to Karen Person for sharing your beautiful cello talents during the service.
	● Thank you to Ron Jones, Gene Kerr, Fred Meyland-Smith and Jon Trettel for painting the gym—your 

efforts have truly brightened the space!
	● Thank you to Ron Jones and Fred Meyland-Smith for cleaning out the Preschool playground and 

trimming the bushes along the driveway. Your hard work has made a wonderful improvement—we 
truly appreciate it!
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS & UPDATES

If your email address or cell phone number has changed, or if we don’t have your information, please use 
the Church Directory button on our website to update your information. If you would like a copy of the 
Church Directory, please call the church office at 636-227-5432.

Not seeing your birthday or anniversary? Please let the church office know so that we may 
update our records, office@tlc-stl.org or 636-227-5432.

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS

UPCOMING ANNIVERSARIES

Pat Irmscher 9/1
Bob Garthe 9/3
Owen Wolf 9/5
Clayton Fry 9/6
Evelyn Parrish 9/6
Sharon Weeke 9/6
Gabriel DeLauter 9/7
Fred Meyland-Smith 9/7
Richard Leimgruber 9/8
Paul Ogier 9/8
Richard Salisbury 9/8
Owen Larsen 9/9

Donald Young 9/9
Margie Belleville 9/10
Clark Hall 9/10
Leah LeMay 9/14
Otto Wirgau 9/14
Karen Johnson 9/15
Claire Jones 9/17
Dorothy Wilhite 9/18
Gerhild Williams 9/18
Pastor Roy Christell 9/21
Erik Johnson 9/23
Ron Wiese 9/23

Peter Larsen 9/24
Peggy Miller 9/24
Bruce Baker 9/25
Kristen Masiel 9/25
Polly Sievert 9/25
Judy Smull 9/26
Pastor Chris Naig 9/27
Eric Petersen 9/28
Erik Sall 9/29
Kevin Evans 9/30
Mary Eva Horton 9/30
Ethan Maloy 9/30

George & Babs Holtzman 9/1/1968
Richard & Corlyn Salisbury 9/5/1982
Charlie & Betty Forde 9/6/1996
Jonathan & Patty Owen 9/9/1989
Ron & Eunice Wiese 9/10/1955
Jerry & Glenda Partlow 9/15/1966
Greg & Kaari Smith 9/19/2009

Peter & Jennifer Larsen 9/20/2008
Christopher & Lori Roseman 9/21/1996
Greg & Amy Jones 9/25/1999
Paul & Sue Ogier 9/27/1980
Eric & Jill DeLauter 9/27/2003
Fred & Susan Meyland-Smith 9/28/1968

mailto:office%40tlc-stl.org?subject=
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  NEW EMAIL 
Bob & Teri Francis
r1951francis@gmail.com

Thanksgiving and praise for... the birth of Elliot James Luethy, son of Sam and Carly Luethy 
born August 5, 2025 (Elliot is grandson to Becky and Dave Luethy) 

Please pray for…
Joe Clinton, Terry (Dorthy Norland’s niece), Laura (Partlow) Schnarr, Annie (great niece of Susan Seckel), Jill 
Leary (friend of Christy Cole and Amy Jones), Harry Mueller, Cindy Green, Pat Cox (friend of Deb Palmer), 
Sandy Johnson, Garry Melton (son of Kent and Audrey Melton), Olivia Maupin (granddaughter of Larry 
and Christie Tietjen), Jim Stewart, Tomi Nevin (sister of Patsy Sobey), Catherine Tietjen, Kina Jordan 
(niece of Patsy Sobey), Michael Sponberg (brother of Elaine Larson), Paula Parkin, Chuck Parrott, Ezry 
Garza (toddler friend of Amy Jones), Loretta Lofgren, Mike Calcagno, Richard, Sharon Mertz, Steve 
Rowan, Bob, Christie Tietjen, Greg Hild, Richard Leimgruber, Ruth Hughes

For the family and friends of ... Michael Loberg, brother of Lou Ann Ditchfield, who completed his 
baptismal journey

Those serving our country…Seth Allison (grandson of Audrey and Kent Melton)

To make a prayer request…
	● Call the church office-636-227-5432.
	● Email office@tlc-stl.org.
	● Prayers remain on the list for two weeks and may be renewed by request.

MEMBERSHIP NEWS & UPDATES
PRAYERS FROM AUGUST 2025



Council President:  Larry Tietjen
Vice-President:  Jeff Haferkamp
Secretary:  Stanley Nadar
Treasurer:  Mike Hower

At-Large Members:  John Engle
Dan Fry
Eric Halter
Maureen Hoppin

Gene Kerr
Elaine Larson
Mikki Lee
Jim Mueller

CHURCH LEADERSHIP

OFFICE STAFF
The Rev. Christopher Naig
Pastor
pastor@tlc-stl.org, ext. 1001

The Rev. Roy Christell
Pastor Emeritus
pastorroy@tlc-stl.org; ext. 1002

Mike Sharitz
Facilities Manager
facility@tlc-stl.org; ext. 1005

Amy Jones
Office Coordinator
office@tlc-stl.org; ext. 1000

Julie Hurley
Business Administrator
finance@tlc-stl.org; ext. 1004

Christy Cole, ext. 1007
Preschool Director
director@tlc-preschool.org

Stacey Drake
Children’s Ministry Coordinator
kidsministry@tlc-stl.org, ext. 1008

Paige Halter
Youth LEADing Youth Coordinator
YLY@tlc-stl.org

Leslie Steinmeyer
IT/Digital Coordinator
digital@tlc-stl.org; ext. 1003

Nicole Maloy, ext. 1015
Communications Coordinator
communications@tlc-stl.org;

Sandi Thorp
Cemetery Coordinator
cemetery@tlc-stl.org, ext. 1006

Brian Parrish
Director of Music Ministries
music@tlc-stl.org

Jonathan Owen
Organist
music@tlc-stl.org

Graeme Allen
Children’s Music Minister
music@tlc-stl.org
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