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PASTOR’S REPORT
IT HAS BEEN A HARD YEAR

It has been an apocalyptic year, where things in me, in each of us as church, and in each of 
us as a country, have been uncovered. That is what apocalyptic means—“uncovered.”  

I have been reviewing my notes from Zoom conversations, phones calls, Facebook posts, 
etc.  

Just as the pain of childbirth fades out of a mother’s and father’s memory, it is easy to 
forget the many chapters and pivots of this painful and surprisingly odd year’s journey. 
We are in our homes more than normal. We are alone more than we are together. We have 
been traveling through a wilderness of uncertainty, anger (old Norse for grief) and longing 
for what we now realize meant so much in normal times. We know we will not go back to 
the old normal, but we pray that God will lead us to a better normal after the exile of this 
novel coronavirus pandemic ends.

I am thankful for my ancestors. Lately, I’ve been 
enjoying fires in friends’ backyards and in our fireplace 
at home. As I look into these fires and feel the warmth, 
I think of things I am thankful for. For example, I am 
thankful for my ancestors who often faced illnesses 
they did not understand which disrupted their lives. 
Particularly, I am grateful they faced and survived the 
1918 flu virus.    

I am thankful for our community leaders. I 
am thankful for our leaders and workers in the 
government, healthcare and business worlds. Wow! 
Very hard and careful work is being done by so many.   

I am thankful for my Trinity family. I am so grateful 
as I think about the ways that we at Trinity invest of 
ourselves in protecting the most vulnerable and our 
community of faith, while keeping faithful to the work 
of proclaiming the Good News. We know in Christ 
Jesus that our God is for us, with us, recreating and 
resurrecting life out of what seems hopeful. It has been 
a joy to watch and participate in  this investment.  

I am thankful for Trinity leadership. This year, I have 
worked alongside Trinity’s elected leadership, staff and 
preschool to faithfully innovate, adapt and discern. 
Together we made big decisions at speeds never before 
imagined. I am thankful for the gift of collective 
wisdom. 

We did not get it right every time. So, I am also 
thankful for the teaching of Jesus and our practice of 
faith—where we follow him in forgiving one another. 
I am also thankful for the many ways people have 



engaged in the work of healing those who have been harmed. I am also thankful for those people who are caring for the 
vulnerable.  

I am thankful for your faithful and sustaining commitment and generosity. Many, many people make the life of Trinity 
happen as you will see in the reports and pictures in this Annual Report. For your work, I am grateful. You have all been 
amazing. I almost slide into bragging when I tell others about the ways you have moved to serve the Gospel in this year.   

 I love the painting of Peter getting out 
of the boat to walk on the water. One 
of the first books I read preparing for 
Seminary was, “If You Want to Walk on 
Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat” 
by John Ortberg. I see Peter getting out 
of the boat with new eyes now. God has 
called us out of our church building, just 
like Peter was called out of the boat. We 
sank like Peter at times this season, but 
we also learned that Christ constantly 
reaches out to grab our hand. We trusted 
like Peter as Jesus pulled us through 
the days, weeks, and months of this 
past year. We can trust God will pull us 
through the coming days, months, and 
year. 

I am thankful for you, living out your 
calling with offerings of love and hard 
work in your occupations. I am thankful 
that you answered the calling to be a 
neighbor, mentor, and friend. So many 
of you have risked much for the sake of 
our people and communities. We give 
thanks to God for you all.   

I am thankful for the work that is being done to prepare Trinity for the future. As your Pastor, I also give thanks for all 
the work being done to intentionally pass on the faith and share the keys of control with people who are called to be new 
leaders and who will receive the gifts of your experience and insights. 

Our vision and mission statement reminds us that “You Matter to God, You Matter to US” and that “We will be the hands 
and feet of Christ in the community.” I believe we have! 

Know that you are all valued by God, by Trinity, and by me.  

Someday, I hope we will say, 

“You know, 2020 was really challenging, but you should have seen how we worked together. You should have 
seen how God provided guidance and inspired so many to love their neighbors and practice the faith.”    

By God’s grace, we will get through this together. 
Pastor, Chris  
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Dear Trinity Family,

I want to express my thanks to all of you for your support in 2020. Trinity leadership had to make some very hard decisions 
in 2020, starting on March 15, which was our last in-person council meeting. At that meeting, we agreed to switch to 
virtual preschool classes, suspend onsite activities, and commit to pay the staff.

Soon after, there were many discussions about pausing worship. All of these decisions were thought to be temporary, but, 
the year continued to challenge us almost daily. The council and I know many of these decisions were not what was wanted. 
We wanted to be in community and fellowship with each other and to worship together. We took some opportunities to 
do that. There were attempts to offer limited onsite worship, outdoor worship, and fellowship opportunties, but the virus 
continued to limit us. 

I would like all of you to understand that the decisions 
we made were not because St. Louis County mandated 
them. Each decision was based on Trinity leadership’s 
understanding of the virus, how it is transmitted and 
the risk it poses. Each decision we made focused on 
answering the question, 

“How do we create a safe environment that
best loves our neighbors and allows us to 
continue to be a community?”

I think of the serendipity of the Mueller family, who 
donated funds which enabled us to provide quality online 
worship each week through our YouTube channel. Their 
gift was certainly timely. I truly believe God’s hand was in 
that gift and decision to offer online worship services. 

Through all of these troubles, Trinity led the Synod in structured actions. We were sought out for our input and leadership. 
Trinity is truly blessed financially, but it is blessed even more by the spirit of mission and desire to help others. Trinity is an 
amazing community. 

I have been honored to be President of the congregation this past year. While my own struggles caused me to step down in 
December, the leadership was willing to step in and continue. This is just another example of Trinity’s amazing willingness 
to serve. 

I wish everyone a wonderful 2021 and pray that soon we will 
be able to gather again as a complete community, singing and 
praising God. Thank you to all for your support. 

In God’s grace,
Mike Sharitz
Trinity’s 2020 Council President
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TRINITY THRIVES!  
Through it all, Trinity Lutheran Church has adapted daily and met 
the challenges of 2020 head-on. What a year! The revisions have 
been endless and necessary to accommodate the demands of an 
overwhelming pandemic. We closed down operations in March and 
only provided those necessary services that were able to be done with 
proper distancing and maximum safeguards for Covid-19 control.  
We increased cleaning standards and maximized air quality and 
control. All outside rentals were cancelled and member activities were 
limited to closely controlled preschool sessions and worship services 
as guidelines allowed. Yet through it all, Trinity thrives with God’s 
Grace! Today, with online services and active communication, we have 
retained an active congregation that worships, serves and honors God’s 
gifts to us and our mission.  

The year began with a full calendar of activities for members and the community.  Our facilities were scheduled 
for heavy use and a broad range of activities.  With March came the reversal of focus and function, and we adapted 
to provide our congregation with the necessary protection of virtual services and maximum social distancing. 
Rental activity ceased, but maintenance projects were completed as required. The most apparent change was the 
landscaping adaptation by the back door of our gymnasium. This was necessary to prevent the flow of water from 
entering our building after heavy rains. A new larger drain was installed along with a berm and swale at the edge of 
a new concrete slab by our door. This revision was completed in June and has been totally successful, solving this 
sporadic problem. 

With the advent of the pandemic and the announcement 
of government assistance through a Payroll Protection 
Program, our operations utilized the close connections with 
our financial partners and secured a loan that was completely 
forgiven, which provided a foundation to retain staff and 
teachers without any cutback or furloughs. Our operations 
are ready to resume activities when the safety guidelines and 
conditions allow for group functions.

We had several other activities—including a tree removal day 
that cleaned up our scenery and cemetery—thanks to Fred 
Meyland-Smith for organizing that outing. We authorized 
our facility to serve as an emergency location for the Parkway 
schools. We provided lunch in January and February for the 
Eastern ELCA Conference meetings. Standard repair issues 
like dishwasher repairs, new maintenance on drainage, sewer 
lines, and our irrigation system were completed.    

Our roof continues to have intermittent leaking problems. 
This bane has been addressed with a thorough review and 
commitment for long term resolution with the aide of a roof 
consultant who is working with our insurance company 
to secure some remedial funding. The solution will be 
a continued effort to repair and replace roof systems as 
required and is a major investment.
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After many requests, 
we have completed 
the necessary steps 
to secure approval 
and licensing by 
the St Louis County 
Health Department 
to operate a food 

establishment. This was done by completing several repairs 
and revisions, training a food manager and having a group 
of volunteers get a hepatitis shot.  Our kitchen has now 
received a perfect score on two inspections and awaits a 
function to celebrate this status. 

Our continual effort to maintain and operate our complex 
could not be done without the diligent efforts of many 
volunteers and staff. We have many member volunteers, 
and a talented, dedicated staff working here and serving 
the needs of our congregation and others. The list is long 
and their efforts are appreciated. As always, in such a busy 
arena, there are those that stand out and deserve special 
recognition. 

Our ordained leader is a fix-it guy who has proved 
invaluable and very handy. Thank you, Pastor Chris. 

The volunteer force is led by Ron Jones. The endless daily 
tasks accomplished by Ron Jones are invaluable. He is 
always here doing the little jobs that make everything 
possible—shoveling snowy walks, blowing leaves away, 
weeding the grounds, setting up chairs and tables for 
internal and external events, ushering for funerals, 
assisting at VBS, decorating for the holidays, grooming the 
cemetery—the list is endless. Thank you, Ron!

Mike Sharitz has not only been our Council President, but 
our staff electrician to fix exit lights, install banners, and re-
wire almost anything. Thank you, Mike!  

This service and that of many others does not go 
unnoticed—we are all in this together. Thank you all for the 
help and may 2021 bring us new opportunities to welcome 
and serve others.

Morris Larson
Director of Operations
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With the switch to online worship in March, the Worship Team looked and 
functioned a little differently in 2020. Through most of 2020, we relied on a 
skeleton crew to ensure that our worship services ran smoothly. As we look 
forward to resuming onsite worship in 2021, we hope our Trinity family will 
step up and help out in the following areas.

Chalice Bearers

Chalice Bearers play an important role in worship. This team is comprised 
of volunteers who are scheduled to serve the wine at communion. Training 
is provided when a new member joins the group. This is one of the most 
convenient ministries in which to participate as members fulfill their 
responsibility while attending their preferred Sunday worship service. Chalice 
Bearers may also be asked to serve at a special service, such as a funeral or other 
services scheduled outside the normal Sunday times.

Altar Guild

Members of the Altar Guild prepare the table for worship and participate at 
communion. They are responsible for changing and cleaning the paraments (the 
cloths on the Table and Lectern). After worship services, they are responsible 
for the “dishes” after the meal. 

Ushers

Ushers  serve at all Sunday services and special services as needed. They 
guide the congregation to available seating, hand out bulletins, assist those in 
wheelchairs to their seats, and greet and assist visitors. They collect the offerings 
and bring them forward to the Table during the service. The ushers guide 
the congregation to the Communion Table and assist the Acolytes who hold 
the trays of cups. Men, women, teens and families are all welcome to serve as 
ushers.

Assisting Ministers

The Assisting Ministers are lay members of the congregation who are trained 
to assist the pastor at 9:00 AM services on Sunday and at special services 
as needed. They serve as a representative of the congregation, bringing the 
congregation into the ministry of the worship service. They are scheduled for 
a three-month period based on their availability. There are currently teens and 
adults involved in this ministry. The Assisting Minister reads the lessons and 
leads the Apostles’ Creed and prayers during the service. They also lead the 
Prayers of Intercession and collect the offerings from the usher. They set the 
Table for communion and serve with the pastor and others at communion. This 
team is open to anyone who has an interest in assisting with the worship life of 
the congregation.
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But the one who endures to the end will be saved.
                                                   Matthew 24:13

Many of us have had a lesson on the importance of fortitude over the last many months. I miss witnessing so many people 
connecting to God, the gospel message, and each other through music in worship on a regular basis. However, I give 
thanks to God that we have been able to continue with our music ministry in new and effective ways during the pandemic. 

Thanks to our ability to stream services on YouTube, congregation members can still worship through music from home. 
 ● During Lent, we broadcast the Holden Evening Prayer—a musical service to God in honor of Dick Wegner, 

beloved member of the Trinity Choir. Click Here to view that service.
 ● Jonathan Owen recorded a beautiful recital “The Glorious Sounds of 

Christmas” Click Here to view his recital. 
 ● Graeme Allen has recorded videos of Christian songs for children to 

help our kids stay connected during the pandemic. Click Here to view 
his videos. 

 ● The Trinity Choir members collaborated to create their first ever 
virtual choir videos. Click Here to watch “Hark the Herald Angels Sing.” 
Click Here to watch “O Come All Ye Faithful.”

 ● The Children’s Christmas Program, “Arise and Shine” which features 
beautiful singing from our children and choir, as well as “Joy to the 
World” played by Lainey Klug on viola can be found Here.

Because of a generous donation and support from our council, we have been 
able to purchase and use new sound equipment to greatly improve our ability 
to offer outdoor events. While the weather was nice enough, we held cemetery 
funeral services, two outdoor hymn sings, and regular outdoor Sunday services.  
It was truly wonderful to hear people singing together again at these outdoor 
gatherings.

I am thankful for Jonathan Owen and his fantastic musicianship. We are blessed 
to have him as our Organist and Pianist. I am also thankful for Graeme Allen 
and his continued work with our Children’s Music Ministry. His energy and 
enthusiasm has been so appreciated during this challenging time.

Things have certainly been different and challenging since the pandemic began. 
Change is never easy, but the Bible reminds us that, “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8. There will be a time soon when 
we can gather again in our Worship Center and lift our voices to God. For now 
we must wait with continued vigilance.

I waited patiently for the Lord: he turned to me and heard my
cry. He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire:
he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand. He
put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God.
                 Psalm 40:1-3

Brian Parrish
Director of Music Ministry
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On behalf of the Trinity family, the Mission Team works to fulfill Trinity’s vision:

You Matter to God. You Matter to Us.

The Mission Team works to show the love of Christ through service to the 
church, the world and those in need by being the hands and feet of Christ. We are 
grateful for the opportunity to support this vision through both hands-on and 
financial support and look forward to continuing this work. We are also grateful 
for all the individual missional work members of the Trinity family continue to 
do to share God’s love. If you have any questions, would like to join this team or 
sponsor a mission, please contact any member of the Mission Team (Rob Harper, 
Linda Lemke, Peggy Schaefer, Leslie Steinmeyer, Christie Tietjen, Kathy Gaal).

2020 presented challenges to our usual ways of missional support. In-person 
support was curtailed for most of the year. However, Trinity was able to continue 
to partner with many organizations and groups and to share God’s love and 
support in new unique ways.

Trinity Preschool

The Mission Team again partnered with Trinity Preschool to provide Bibles for 
children entering the age three classes. This ongoing program allows all Trinity 
Preschool students, beginning with age three, to have access to a Bible to support 
their spiritual growth. Missional funds were also allocated to provide “thank you” 
gifts for Trinity Preschool teachers.

ELCA Ministries

On behalf of the Trinity family, the Mission Team provided financial support 
for the ELCA World Hunger mission. More than 820 million people—that’s 11 
percent of people in our world today—are hungry. As members of the ELCA, we 
are called to respond. Working with and through congregations in the United 
States, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands, Lutheran churches overseas 
and other partners, ELCA World Hunger is uniquely positioned to reach 
communities in need. From health clinics to microloans, water wells to animal 
husbandry, community meals to advocacy, gifts to ELCA World Hunger make it 
possible for the ELCA to respond, supporting sustainable solutions that get at the 
root causes of hunger and poverty.

Financial support was also provided to Lutheran Disaster Response. Lutheran 
Disaster Response brings God’s hope, healing and renewal to people whose lives 
have been disrupted by disasters in the United States and around the world. 
When the dust settles and the headlines change, this organization stays to 
provide ongoing assistance to those in need. In 2020, Lutheran Disaster Response 
provided support for those impacted by Coronavirus, U.S. wildfires, flooding, 
tornadoes and hurricanes, South Sudan crisis, Middle East and Europe refugee 
crisis, and protection for migrant minors.
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Gateway180 

2020 marked the 13th year of Trinity’s relationship with Gateway180. Through 
the continued support of the Trinity family and friends, we are able to be the 
hands and feet of Christ by serving this organization and its clients and positively 
impacting the lives of some of the struggling families in the St. Louis area.

Gateway180 remains Missouri’s largest 24-hour emergency housing organization 
for women, children and families, providing services to empower clients to move their families beyond homelessness into 
stable, permanent housing as quickly as possible.

Trinity’s family and friends have continued to provide generous support in many ways. In addition to the funds budgeted 
for this mission, funding available through the Thrivent Action Teams program assisted in supporting Gateway180’s needs.  
On your behalf, the Gateway Action Team gave thoughtful consideration to the use of this funding, targeting both ongoing 
and special needs. Gateway180 and the Gateway Action Team express sincere gratitude to all that have supported this 
mission spiritually, financially, in-kind and hands-on.

Throughout 2020, Trinity was the hands and feet of Christ for Gateway180 in many ways. While we were not able to 
provide some of the usual in person support, we continued to support Gateway180’s mission in many ways including:

 ●  Ongoing prayer for Gateway180 residents and staff;

 ●  Continued communication with Gateway180 in order to support special needs;

 ●  Providing food for Brown Bag Lunches for distribution to homeless in Gateway180’s neighborhood;

 ●  Providing food for Saturday Night dinners;

 ●  Providing personal care items, clothing, sheets, towels and other needed items;

 ●  Providing funds for transportation assistance for clients to travel to necessary appointments, such as job 
interviews and housing interviews;

 ●  Financial support for virtual learning needs for children living at Gaeway180;

 ●  Financial support for increased food needs as more individuals were at the facility during the day this year.

We look forward to continued support of Trinity’s mission to be the hands and feet of Christ by partnering with 
Gateway180. We value and appreciate the support of the Trinity family in this endeavor. Please contact any member of the 
Gateway Action team for more information about how you can help. The current Gateway Action Team members are Ken 
Hardebeck, Linda Lemke, Jon and Barb Trettel and Kathy Gaal. More members and volunteers are always welcome.
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MEALS DO MATTER REPORT
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Meals Do Matter was a bit different in 2020, as nearly everything in life has been. 
Fortunately, in early February we were able to gather and put together some meals for 
the MDM freezer for those in need. And then the Covid-19 pandemic struck the US. 
Sadly, for the first time since 2009, the pandemic has prevented us from safely gathering 
to cook meals! I am so very grateful to those individuals who added meals to the 
freezer on their own throughout 2020. During the latter half of 2020, the need for meals 
decreased—perhaps it is the fear and inability to take a meal and give them out to those 
in need. 

2021 will be the same initially until there is protection 
and we are able to gather safely,  enjoy the fellowship 
and joy of helping others who need a meal and let them 

know they matter to God and to Us! In the meantime, we are greatly in need of more meals 
to add to our freezer. We would love for our Trinity family units to make a meal or two or 
more! By helping us stock our freezer, you could make a difference to someone in need. 
We will continue to share the availability of meals through the monthly Trinitell. We look 
forward to inviting everyone to help with making meals later in 2021!

For those newer to Trinity, Meals Do Matter is a ministry of preparing and providing meals 
to those in need—blessing friends, family, and total strangers with meals during their 
temporary times of need. MDM makes home-cooked meals, packages them and freezes 
them for our church members to deliver to people in their communities who need extra 
comfort, compassion, consolation, and care. The MDM team offers a way for our church 
members to offer hospitality, fellowship, and service to members and non-members. It is a 
great tool to teach young and old how to serve others. Our meals are given to folks who are 
grieving, healing, hurting, struggling, or stressed.  

Meals Do Matter is a natural extension of our church’s mission, “You matter to God. 
You matter to Us.” MDM lives out the mission from God for us to be the hands & feet of 
Christ. The words that make up our name demonstrate “action” along with empowering 
people to serve. The gift of a delicious meal really does matter to people who are hurting or 
struggling.

Our website, launched in 2015, (www.
mealsdomatter.org) allows for a national 
presence for this ministry, as well as encouraging 
and supporting other organizations by sharing in detail how we provide this 
ministry and how others can be the hands and feet of Christ in their world. We 
continue to want to improve and add to the website, as well as continue to seek 
someone willing and able to help make this happen. 

Thank you to all who helped fund this ministry: Trinity’s Mission Budget, 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans (and those who applied for Action Team cards), 
individual donors of dollars, food, and supplies, and all the hands that have 
helped (the shoppers, the organizers, the label making, the article writing, the 
food prep, the meal assemblers, the bakers, the website managers, and those who 
take the meals to those in need)!



LANTERN HILL REPORT
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Lantern Hill

It has been a strange and busy 12 months at Lantern Hill. To begin with, Lantern 
Hill continues to serve over 60 youth and young adults and it employs 10 or so 
local individuals. 

Included in the 60 youth and young adults are five students in college, three 
of these graduated in December, but they must continue their education for 
another year and a half to gain their professional licenses. There is one high 
school student who will graduate in June 2021, as well as 11 high school students 
in either 10th or 11th grades. Lantern Hill’s goal that students continue their 
education beyond middle school is finally happening!

Lantern Hill had to change their program this year due to the global pandemic. 
From April through November, we were not able to have the children in the 
building due to local restrictions. We provided food for the families every 
2 weeks from April through September, then once in October and once in 
November. Lantern Hill was finally able to have small groups of students attend 
tutoring starting the last week of November.

Since purchasing the new property in January 2019, huge strides have been made 
in getting it ready to open. This property will provide Lantern Hill with its own 
space for its educational program. The first floor is now complete and the 2nd 
floor is completed on the outside. The children moved into the new building 
in December. All of the work has been completed by local individuals working 
tirelessly for the benefit of the children in the community. 

Finally, Trinity’s trip to Lantern Hill scheduled for July 2020 had to be postponed. 
We look forward to being able to visit in 2021. Lantern Hill would like to thank 
Trinity and its members for their continued support in 2020.

The Ones Who Serve (TOWS)

Denise Jadali, along with a small group of volunteers, goes down to the New Life 
Evangelistic Center on the last Saturday of the month to serve breakfast to at 
least 200 people. We have been instructed to bring only prepackaged food and 
not to cook anything. Therefore, we typically bring Nutri-Grain bars, trail mix, 
juice, bottled water, fruit cups and/or fresh fruit. There is a collection basket in 
the Missions Room if you wish to donate prepackaged items for TOWS’ monthly 
outreach at NLEC.

TOWS has been serving breakfast once a month since October 2018. During 
2020, Trinity Mission funds helped fund the purchase of food and water. 
Volunteers also provided donations and requested Action Team cards through 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans to help pay for the food we hand out each 
month.



ADDITIONAL MISSIONS REPORTS
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Lutheran Family and Children’s Services of Missouri (LFCS)

The Mission Team provided financial support to Lutheran Family and Children’s 
Services of Missouri (LFCS) in 2020. We also collected gift cards to Target, 
Amazon and Walmart through our annual Season of Sharing program. Our 
Trinity family donated over $1,250 in cash and gift cards!. These donations were 
used to provide Christmas presents for the children served by LFCS.

Mission of the Month

For the fourth year, the Mission Team sponsored a Mission of the Month 
collection. Items are collected in the yellow “Mission of the Month” bin, located 
in the Missions Room. This year we collected the following items:

 ● January—Socks, hats and gloves for the homeless men and women 
at New Life Evangelistic Center (these were distributed by TOWS in 
February)

 ● February—Cans of soup for Circle of Concern
 ● March—Personal care items for Lutheran Senior Services
 ● April—Personal care items for Circle of Concern
 ● May— Nonperishable food for Circle of Concern
 ● June— Diapers and wipes for Lutheran Family & Children’s Services
 ● July—School supplies for Lutheran Family and Children’s Services 
 ● August— Gently used books for Lutheran Senior Services
 ● September—Personal care items and cleaning supplies for Lutheran 

Senior Services
 ● October—Yams for Parkway Food Pantry and Messages of 

Encouragement for LuMin St. Louis (formally Lutheran Campus 
Ministry)

 ● November—Gift cards for Lutheran Family and Children’s Services
 ● December—New and gently used coats for Gateway180

Thanks to the support of our Trinity family, we were able to fill our Mission of 
the Month bin each month. We are always looking for suggestions for our next 
Mission of the Month. If you have ideas, feel free to contact any member of the 
Mission Team.

Circle of Concern

In the Missions Room, there is a dedicated bin for donations for Circle of 
Concern. Each month, Circle lets the Mission Team know which pantry and 
personal care items are most needed. Almost every month, our Circle of Concern 
bin is overflowing thanks to the generosity of our Trinity family.



ADDITIONAL MISSIONS REPORTS
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Bread Doughnation

On every Friday evening in 2020, Trinity partnered with Panera Bread Co. to 
complete the distribution of surplus inventory from their store at 14123 Clayton 
Road. We have been doing this mission for over 15 years—picking up surplus 
baked goods from their stores and delivering them to people in need.  

The support of a small cadre of Trinity members makes this all possible and they 
are to be commended for their service and generosity. Those dependable people 
doing the pick-up and delivery in 2020 are:  Becca Pecher, Denise Jadali, Eric 
& Steph Petersen, Jeff & Kathie Haferkamp, Jon & Barb Trettel, Nancy Rourke, 
Renato & Bette Cataldo, Rich & Corlyn Salisbury, Ron Jones, and Todd Maloy. 

The locations receiving these distributions are:  St. Patrick Center, Holy Cross 
Church, Lutheran Senior Services at Hilltop Village, Loaves & Fishes, and 
Antioch Baptist Church. These charities appreciate this service and look forward 
to being able to give out the bread and pastries to their members and clients who 
are depending on this supplemental addition to their meal planning.  

The joy and fulfillment in accomplishing this service is very rewarding and we 
encourage all those who have not yet participated to join us in this mission. It is a 
wonderful activity to share with your family and teach your children, by example, 
the joys of service and sharing. If you want to assist us in this outreach or have an 
idea of another outlet in need of these goods let us know. We make a difference. 
Join Us!

God’s Work. Our Hands. Service Sunday

On Sunday, September 27, our Trinity family celebrated who we are as the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America—one church, freed in Christ to serve 
and love our neighbor. We participated in four different service projects for 
“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday:

 ● Trinity Adopt-A-Highway Road Side Clean-Up
 ● Displaying a “Hate Has No Home Here” yard sign 
 ● Donating food to Circle of Concern
 ● Donating personal care items to Lutheran Senior Services

Lutheran Senior Services (LSS)

In 2020, the Mission Team used money from the Trinity Endowment Fund to 
purchase $1,500 in Walmart gift cards. The Mission Team placed $10 gift cards 
into cards which were colored by the Trinity Preschool. LSS delivered the 150 
cards to residents living in affordable housing. Throughout 2020, our Trinity 
family supported LSS by answering the call for Mission of the Month donations. 
An  entire bin of personal care items and another bin of books were donated to 
LSS affordable housing residents in 2020.
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Feed My Starving Children

Due to Covid-19, Feed My Starving Children canceled all mobile packs until it is safe to reopen. Feed My Starving 
Children is now using machine packing to produce meals. In 2020, Trinity supported this effort with a donation used to 
purchase lifesaving meals for starving children throughout the world.

We are hoping to participate in Feed My Starving Children’s St. Louis Mobile Food Pack in 2021. Information will be 
forthcoming regarding the day and time of the next Mobile Food Pack. Plan to participate and join the fun at next year’s 
mobile pack while providing food to children in need.

Companion Synod

Our Companion Synods give us the opportunity to engage with Companion 
Christians who live out their faith in different parts of the world. The Central States 
Synod of the ELCA has two Companion Synods—The Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of the Kotte District of Papua New Guinea and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
the Urals, Siberia and the Far East in Russia. Every congregation in the Central States 
Synod is encouraged to celebrate the world-wide church we are a part of and to find 
ways to walk more closely together with our partners in Papua New Guinea and 
Russia. In 2020, Trinity has provided financial support to both of our Companion 
Synods.
 
Trinity provided funding in support of the Central State Synod’s “Sunday School 
Project” in support of the church in Papua New Guinea.  The funds will be used to 
provide much needed Sunday School materials for working with the children and 
youth throughout the Kotte District.  
 

Trinity joined together with other Central State Synod congregations to provide vital funding to support the ministry of 
Rev. Alexander Lapochenko for the Lutheran Church in Arsenyev, Russia.

In other news from the Evangelical Church in Urals, Siberia, and the Far East, on September 1, Archbishop Dietrich Bauer, 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Russia, was awarded the Federal Republic of Germany’s Grand Cross of Merit. The 
award was presented to the Archbishop for strengthening “solidarity and peace between people of different faiths in word and 
deed” and for his, and the ELCR’s significant contribution to strengthening interdenominational relations in Russia and 
abroad.

Due to Covid-19, the Central States Synod’s Companion Synod Team has suspended all in-person exchanges with our 
Companion Synods. Visits will continue once it is deemed possible and safe to conduct exchanges. Trinity members will be 
informed when these opportunities arise and how they can participate in the future.
  

West County Interfaith Alliance

The West County Interfaith Alliance is a gathering of twelve faith communities in the West County region of St. Louis.  
Their mission is to foster active relationships, built on understanding, between our faith communities to positively impact 
our local community. The member faith communities are:  United Hebrew Congregation, St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church, 
St. Anselm Parish, Christ Prince of Peace Catholic Church, Holy Cross Lutheran Church, The Hindu Community of 
Greater St. Louis, St. John Bosco Catholic Church, Trinity Lutheran Church, St. Martins Episcopal Church, The lslamic 
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Foundation of Greater St. Louis, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, and St. Monica Catholic Church. Through Trinity’s 
Mission Team, Trinity Lutheran has supported this organization through active participation and financial contribution.
 
With the onset of Covid-19, like everyone, the West County Interfaith Alliance has had to adapt. The leadership team 
continues to meet monthly via Zoom, further developing ways to engage our faith communities. Due to Covid-19, the 
initiatives to form Connection Groups, Education Opportunities, and the Interfaith Youth Group have been put on hold 
until it is safe to hold these group gatherings safely. Until then, the West County Interfaith Alliance is developing means to 
creatively and faithfully build understanding and community.

Two Interfaith events were held this past year via Zoom—the “Shaping Peace Together” event was held in September in 
conjunction with the International Day of Peace, and “The Interfaith Festival of Thanksgiving” was held in November.  
Both events had speakers from the Islamic, Hindu, Jewish, and Christian faith traditions and provided an opportunity for 
discussion amongst the participants.
 
In November, the West County Interfaith Alliance joined with the Parkway School District Food Pantry to provide food for 
the food pantry’s annual “Thanksgiving Baskets” distributed to families in need. Trinity Lutheran participated by graciously 
donating 100 cans of yams. Together with the other faith communities of the West County Interfaith Alliance, we were able 
to provide over 700 cans of yams for 350 “Thanksgiving Baskets.”
 
Currently, the West County Interfaith Alliance is working to build its social media presence, including developing a website 
and YouTube channel, along with further developing its Facebook page. This will allow improved communication and 
education to our faith communities.

As the next year progresses, and hopefully restrictions related to Covid-19 are relaxed, the West County Interfaith Alliance 
is looking to start holding Interfaith Connection Groups. Initially three groups will begin—one for young families with 
children under 5 years of age, another for young adults (20-30 years old) without children, and lastly, a group for those over 
60 years of age. Please contact Peggy Beljan Schaefer if you are interested in joining one of these groups. The initial dates, 
and times of these group meetings are still to be determined.

The West County Interfaith Alliance is excited to continue its work in building relationships between our faith groups 
and improving the quality of life in our larger community. They are looking forward to what the future holds in our joint 
interfaith ministry and thank Trinity Lutheran for their continued support.

Annual Fair Trade Christmas Market

Unfortunately, due to Covid-19, Trinity’s Annual Fair Trade Christmas Market was canceled for 2020. Information 
regarding The Bridge’s “Fair Trade Sale” was publicized in the weekly Trinitell so members could still purchase fair trade 
items and support the ELCA’s ministry at The Bridge. Information was also distributed regarding the ELCA Good Gifts for 
those who wanted to participate via the ELCA website: goodgifts.elca.org.  

We are hoping that in 2021, we will once again be able to hold this popular and beneficial event to support artisans in 
developing lands and ELCA ministries. Until then, if you would like to purchase Fair Trade items from The Bridge, you can 
visit them at 3257-1 Domain Street, St. Charles, Missouri.



Stephen Ministry

2020 has been a trying year for Trinity’s Stephen Ministry as it has for everyone 
else. For most of the year, our Stephen Ministers have been unable to visit one-
on-one with their Care Receivers due to Covid-19 restrictions. Our current eight 
Stephen Ministers are contacting and interacting with eight Care Receivers via 
phone calls, FaceTime and Zoom. We are happy to continue to provide care to 
these individuals. 

We would love to train more Stephen Leaders and Stephen Ministers. The 
Stephen Ministry Organization is now offering online Leadership Training using 
lectures, small cohort group discussions and their new training materials. To 
find out more about this training which can be accomplished during morning, 
afternoon or evening sessions over a five-week period instead of an intense 
single week program, check out StephenMinistry.org/Bridge. 

Trinity was unable to offer Stephen Ministry training this fall but we hope to start a new class in the fall of 2021 when we 
are again able to meet in groups. If you are interested in becoming a Stephen Minister or have questions about the program, 
please contact one of our Leaders: Kim Stewart, Rob Harper or Betty Forde. If you or someone you know could benefit 
from a  listening, supportive and confidential relationship, please contact Pastor Chris or one of the Stephen Leaders. We 
will act quickly to provide an intake interview and assign an appropriate Stephen Minister. Stephen Ministers generally 
meet with their Care Givers one hour a week at a mutually agreed upon location.

SMALL GROUPS REPORTS
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Trinity Book Group

Our group of avid book readers continued to meet this year on a monthly basis. We met on the fourth Monday of 
the month at 11:30 AM. We mostly met through Zoom meetings, but also had a few socially distanced meetings in a 
Chesterfield park. 

We shared some fellowship before we jumped into our discussions which were led by different members of the group. 
During the year, we read a wide variety of books suggested by members, and usually had 9 to 12 people attend our 
meetings. We weren’t able to have our potluck lunch and movie this year, but look forward to having one next year. We 
would love to have anyone join us! 



Mothers of Preschools (MOPS)

MOPS—Mothers of Preschoolers
Breathe . . . 

your kids need you.
not perfect. just you.
with your worries.

your laughs.
your fails.

and your try agains.
your love.

your showing up.
that’s what matters.

Breathe . . . sweet Mom . . . come to MOPS

MOPS was not left unchallenged this past year. While the 
weather was our friend, we gathered under the twinkle lights 
on Trinity’s playground. When the chill hit the air, we moved 
inside for  ZOOM meetings—not the greatest, but we at least 
got to SEE our mom friends. Small in-home gatherings took 
place for a bit of time along with a quick Zoom here and 
there. The leaders of MOPS, while trying to keep their own 
households afloat during Covid, went above and beyond to 
care for all MOPS moms! Prayer chains, meal trains, and 
Godspeed (relocating) trains . . . MOPS Mamas are holding 
strong. This Christ-centered group of moms is incredibly 
special and Trinity is blessed to be able to contribute to such 
a valuable outreach ministry.  
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Due to Covid-19, we weren’t able to host our Annual Garage Sale in 2020. We hope that this important outreach event, 
which benefits Trinity as well as our local community, resumes in 2021.
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CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY
JANUARY, 
FEBRUARY, 
HOT MESS,

THEN DECEMBER 😊
What did 2020 look like for the 
Children Youth and Family Ministry 
at Trinity? 

January and February had Sunday 
School and Confirmation IN 
PERSON . . . Along with a super 
weekend retreat at Youth Quake . . . 

Then came March . . . CRICKETS  . . .  

“Lock Down” didn’t “Lock Down” 
Children, Youth and Family Ministry. 
. .  NOPE

 * Weekly Children’s Messages were 
still present.

 * Over 300 greeting cards were sent 
out to every family in the Trinity 
Directory and separate ones sent 
to individual children and youth—
sending smiles of thinking of you 
greetings

 * Texting conversations and more 
texting conversations to all the 
youth (calling and actually speaking 
to each other is so last 1990—ha!).

 * Sunday School started up in the fall 
. . . thank you USPS mail carriers for 
delivering God’s Word to everyone’s 
home.

 * EACH day in the Preschool Carpool 
line—temperatures were taken—
Mrs. Amy, Mrs. Bentley and Mrs. 
Cole greeted each preschooler’s car 
with a thermometer!
 * Zoom Zoom Zoom to Confirmation 
Class—this year we started studies 
in the Bible.
 * Confirmation and First 
Communion Celebration Sunday 
was a blessing in the parking lot.
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 * POD School . . . a mission project 
to reach out to Trinity Families 
maneuvering through the ever 
changing look of school. Sixteen 
weeks, 5 days/week, Room 123 was 
turned into a one-room school 
house led by Mrs. Amy. We had 
10 kiddos in 6 different grades at 4 
different schools attending school 
daily “online” with Chromebook 
computers. It has been confirmed 
that I am NOT smarter than a 5th 
grader (or maybe even a 4th grader)!  
A special thank you to Nancy 
Buffum and Vicki Dorhmann for 
their time helping to monitor the 
learning environment. 

 * During the month of December, the 
Blessing and Grace (BAG) ministry 
continued with the mailing out of 
Advent calendars to all the kids 
along with the traditional Christmas 
Ornament given out on Christmas 
Eve. 

 * Trinity’s Arise and Shine Christmas 
Program 2020 . . . With the use of 
multimedia, families in PJs and 
songs through headphones  . . . 
a delightful coming together of 
Trinity to share in the celebration of 
Baby Jesus!

After a year like this one and heading 
into a new year . . . I have a homework 
assignment for each and every one of 
you.  

Assignment:  Get familiar with the 
word GRACE. Grace means that 
God gives you all the good stuff—
forgiveness, salvation, love and life, 
with all its ups and downs as a free 
gift!  

Keep an eye out for the situations in 
which you can use GRACE and then 
use it liberally!  

Blessings and Grace,
Amy Jones
Children Youth and Family Ministry 



The purpose of Trinity Lutheran Preschool 
is to make Christ known to preschoolers and 
their parents and to provide a developmentally 
appropriate educational experience that 
recognizes the spiritual, mental, emotional, 
social and physical needs of the child.
“To make Christ known…To help them grow.”

2020 has been an interesting year at Trinity Preschool! We feel blessed that we 
were able to stay open during most of  the pandemic and were able to offer a 
safe environment for our students to learn and grow. We took on extra safety 
and cleaning measures in order to ensure the safety of our students and staff. We 
were closed for in-person instruction during April and May, but we were able 
to offer our families at-home virtual learning through Google Classroom. Our 
program has developed an excellent reputation in the community as a quality 
preschool. While the school provides a Christian education to the preschoolers 
of our member families, it is a valuable outreach into the community as well. 

We were very excited to replace our Christian curriculum with the “Living the 
Word” Bible curriculum during the 2019-2020 school year to coordinate with 
Trinity Sunday School. The children hear one bible story per week and do an 
activity related to the story.  

Our Christ-centered philosophy, developmental programming, and most of all, 
our dedicated staff are some of the reasons why our preschool is recommended 
by parents and professionals. Our experienced and talented teachers implement 
a developmentally appropriate Christian curriculum through our STREAM  
(Science, Technology, Religion, Engineering, Art and Math) and Handwriting 
Without Tears programs. We have been blessed with a group of dedicated staff 
members who truly love working with children.  

Our enrollment each year comes primarily through word of mouth. Many 
families share with their neighbors and friends the positive impact that the 
programs offered by Trinity Preschool have had on their lives. Through the 
preschool, Trinity students learn of Jesus’ love for them and experience this love 
on a daily basis. It is our hope that our ministry to these children may help lead 
them and their families towards a relationship with Christ. This is the mission 
and ministry of Trinity Preschool.  

It has been a great joy to work with such a dedicated staff of teachers, as well as a 
supportive and inspirational church staff.  

Thank you for your prayers and support of our staff and families. It is my daily 
privilege and joy to share in ministry with you.  

Carol Bentley
Trinity Preschool Director
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2020 Budget vs. 2020 Actuals
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COMPARE 2020 ACTUALS TO BUDGET
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2020 BALANCE SHEET SUMMARY
2020 Balance Sheet Summary



2021 Budget vs. 2020 Budget
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2021 PROPOSED SUMMARY BUDGET
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Sowing our Future with Faith & Grace

In February 2020, the “Sowing Our Future” capital campaign 
got underway with several well-attended information events. 
As the Covid lock-down went into effect, the program was 
paused, but not before a couple dozen Trinity families made early 
commitments to the campaign.  

In the fall of 2020, a “soft” re-start was implemented and 
commitments continued to arrive. As of this writing, over 45 
commitments have been received, totaling just over one million 

dollars. We hope to be able to conclude the campaign in 2021 and are optimistic that the goals of (a) connecting with every 
Trinity member regarding this campaign, and (b) raising $1.5 million in donations to provide funds to implement new 
ministries and improvements for Trinity will both be achieved.

Over its 120-year history, Trinity has been blessed with many members who have “planted seeds” that have borne the fruits 
that current members continue to enjoy. With gratitude to God for all that we have been blessed with, it is our turn to Sow 
more seeds so that future Trinity members can continue to “Gather the Harvest from the Seeds that were Sown, that We may 
be Fed with Eternal Life.”

Give with Gratitude 

“You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity,
which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; for the
rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the
saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God.”  
                2 Corinthians 9:11-12 

We prefer the verb form of stewardship, which is stewarding. We like the action. We like the continuation, the consistency 
of stewarding love, grace, faith, community, relationships, generosity, and gratitude.

For the third year in a row, instead of beginning with a budget, we began with an invitation to reflect on the blessings 
of our life together, through worship, Christ’s mission, sacred space, programs, faith formation, and how we engage our 
community as we filled out pledges to God. 

We invited you into a time of reflection and gratitude for the gifts and ministries of our life together. Why gratitude? 
Gratitude is the Christian response to recognizing that all good things that happen in our lives are gifts from God, a 
reminder of how much God loves us and wants us to be signs of God’s love in the world.  

We pray that God filled you with gratitude for all that you have, all that you can do, for everyone you know… for 
everything that God has given you.   

Thank you for all of the ways you contribute to building up the Body of Christ in this place and serve as a reminder of 
Jesus’ love in the community as the quote from 2nd Corinthians above reminds us.  

The Trinity Stewarding Committee 



  2020 Annual Report | 28

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Purpose:  The Trinity Endowment Fund will be used to enhance the mission and 
ministry of Trinity Lutheran Church, Chesterfield, Missouri (the “Congregation”) 
and/or to assist in capital improvements over and above the general operation of 
the congregation as customarily provided for in its annual operating budget. We 
want to encourage all Trinity members to consider:

PAYING GOD’S BLESSINGS FORWARD  

Fund Status:  In accordance with the Founding Document, we hereby provide the 
status of the Trinity Endowment Fund as of December 31, 2020. The summary
status of the fund is as follows:

Fund Balance as of 12/31/2019  $  322,542 
2020 Mission Support               ($   10,000)
2020 Donations    $   40,430
2020 Fund Earnings   $   23,691
Fund Balance as of 12/31/2020  $ 376,663

2020 Goals and Accomplishments:

1. Increase Fund’s Balance to $350,000 by year end:
 ○ We achieved our Goal—THANKS TO ALL!

2. Provide Congregation Educational Events
 ○  Annual Tax Planning Session at Adult Forum held via Zoom in November.
 ○  Our normal scheduled events to discuss the Endowment in person were canceled in 2020 due to the pandemic. We 

are looking forward to having these events in 2021!

3. Continual Communication to Congregation
 ○ Updated Endowment Fund brochures, pamphlets, and flyers (a big thank you to Lutheran Senior Services’ 

communications department for their assistance)
 ○ Provided updates in the Trinitell, Website, Emails and Educational Events

4.  Distribute Funds to Missions and/or Capital Improvements
 ○ Donated $10,000 from fund in 2020 to the following

 ■ Lutheran School of Theology Chicago for scholarships—$2,000
 ■ Lutheran Senior Services for gift cards for Affordable Housing residents—$1,500
 ■ LuMin St. Louis (formerly Lutheran Campus Ministry) to support fellowship events—$500
 ■ Companion Synod to support pastor salaries in Russia and New Guinea—$1,000
 ■ Lutheran Family & Children Services after school support for at-risk youth—$1,000
 ■ All Among Us Ferguson Women’s Shelter—$1,000
 ■ One of Our Own Emergency Fund administered by Pastor Chris—$1,000
 ■ Funding to solve drainage problem at Trinity —$2,000

 
 ○  We are recommending that Council approve a distribution of a total of $13,000 to be sent out in early 2021. These 

monies will be divided between various missional causes and a capital improvement at Trinity Lutheran.

Respectfully submitted by Committee Members:  Paul Ogier (Chair), Mike Hower (Treasurer), Dan Klug, Peter Larsen, 
Bob Lepoire, Todd Maloy and Steve Paquette (council representative).  



Trinity Lutheran Church
Annual Meeting Minutes

January 26, 2020

Christie Tietjen started meeting at 5:45 pm.

Brian Parrish led with a song “Prayer Before Dinner.”

Delicious potluck dinner enjoyed by all.

Christie called meeting to order after dinner. Thanked all in attendance for good 
food provided. Thanks especially to Morris Larson and all who helped with set 
up and clean up. Gave recognition and thanks to all, especially Leslie Steinmeyer, 
for the Trinity Annual Report.

Quorum of 10% of 460 voting Trinity members was met by attendees.

Pastor Chris provided an opening Litany. Brian Parrish then led with a song 
“God of Tempest-God of Whirlwind.”

First order of business addressed was approval of minutes from the 2019 meeting. 
No corrections were suggested. No objections voiced. Minutes were approved by 
general consent.

Steve Paquette, Treasurer, then summarized the 2019 year-end results compared 
to budget and then followed with a discussion of the Mission Endowment Fund 
and presentation of the 2020 budget.

2019 Results vs. Budget
The 2019 actual net income of $1,356 exceeded the budgeted net income of 
$1,231 by $125. The total actual receipts of $1,083,040 was $42,565 less than 
the budgeted receipts of $1,124,605. The shortfall in receipts was primarily due 
to a member giving variance of ($49,524). This was partially offset by favorable 
rentals and other income of $8,040. 

The shortfall in receipts was offset by a savings in expenses of $44,568 as the 
actual expenses of $1,037,753 were less than budgeted expenses of $1,082,322. 
The savings were primarily attributable to preschool salaries and supplies of 
$34,579 and mission of $8,777.

Endowment Fund Update
Steve presented an update for the Trinity Mission Endowment Fund. The fund 
started the year at $267,875 and ended the year at $326, 668 an increase of 
$58,793. 

Donations of $31,620, fund earnings and market appreciation were the main 
factors that contributed to the fund increase. During 2019, the Endowment 
Committed recommended and the council approved a fund distribution of 
$8,000 for various missions. All in all, it was a positive year as the fund exceeded 
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the committee’s year end goal of $325,000! It should be noted that $10,000 
distribution for various missions in 2020 was recommended and approved by the 
Trinity council. 

2020 Budget vs. 2019 Budget
The 2020 Budget is a balanced budget with a projected net Income at $1,299, an 
increase of $67 from 2019. The projected 2020 receipts of $1,090,950 is $34,655 
less than the 2019 budgeted receipts as the anticipated giving is reduced by 
$29,500 and the estimated preschool income is reduced by $5,655. 

The projected 2020 expenses of $1,045,936 is $36,386 less than the 2019 budget 
as savings are anticipated in preschool and mission. The proposed 2020 Budget 
was approved by the Congregation.

Christie then provided an overview of missional support Trinity provides in 
addition to financial support. TLC Preschool, Garage sale providing discount 
items to general community, as well as items donated to groups such as St. 
Paul’s, Charity Sharity, Assistance League, Gateway 180, St. Louis County 
Animal Control, and our Trinity preschool. Facility use provides a meeting place 
for organizations such as Asst. League, AAUW, Lutheran Special Ed, Square 
Dancing, Interfaith Alliance, MOPS, Team Sports, Lutheran School of Theology, 
Community Chorus, and many more. Mission of the Month provides goods to 
various charitable groups above and beyond what is reflected in the budgeted 
Mission funds.

Christie then put forward a motion to approve 2020 budget upon 
recommendation of the church council. No questions or objections were voiced. 
Budget was approved by general consent.

Thanks and recognition were expressed to Steve Paquette for the time and effort 
spent working on these financials and budgets.

Next order of business was the amendment to the bylaws. Recommendation to 
merge the bylaws with the Constitution with one standing resolution. Reasoning 
behind these changes being there are numerous items in the bylaws duplicate to 
items already stated in the constitution. Significant time and effort were spent 
on these revisions. Recommendation to follow method used by Synod to merge 
the bylaws and constitution to simplify the document was approved by the 
council.  Special thanks to Mike Sharitz who did the large majority of work to 
accomplish this task.  Changes made are to Bylaws only. There are no changes to 
the Constitution. 

Standing Resolution: All memorial funds received from April 14, 2019 forward will be deposited directly to the 
endowment fund. This resolution does not apply to Tributes and Gifts.

Upon recommendation of the council, the proposed amendments to the Trinity Constitution, Bylaws, and Resolution be 
accepted. No questions or objections were voiced. Motion carried by general consent. Well done Mike.

Mary Hepperly and Dale Henselmeier, chairs of the 2020 Nominating Committee then came forward. Thanks was 
expressed to the committee for putting together the Nominations for 2020.
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No additional nominations had been made 30 days prior to the congregational 
meeting.

Mary moved for election of candidates for 2020 church council. Kevin Johnson 
as Vice President, Lindsey Dunn and Lori Rosemann to serve 1st 2-year term 
as at-large members, and Elisa Thelen for a 2nd 2-year term as at-large member. 
No questions or objections voiced. New members were elected by general 
consensus. 

Thanks was expressed to Richard Leimgruber, Becky Luethy, and Christie Tietjen 
outgoing members.

Dale moved for slate of candidates Vicki Dohrmann, Heather Little, Becky 
Tidswell, and Jon Trettel for two-year terms for the 2021 Nominating 
Committee.  No questions or objections were voiced. Candidates elected by 
general consensus.

Christie thanked Mary Hepperly, Dale Henselmeier, Betty Forde, and Bob Hick 
who have completed their terms.

Mary moved for election of candidates Mike Hower (2-year term) and Dan 
Klug and Todd Maloy (3-year term) for the 2020 Endowment Committee. 
No questions or objections voiced. New members were elected by general 
consensus.

Christie thanked Jeff Haferkamp, Emily Williams, and Carl Kontak who have 
completed their terms.

Dale recommended Ruth Rangel, Cindy Gesme, Bob Francis, and Teri Francis 
for Synod Assembly delegates. No questions or objections were voiced. Delegates 
approved by general consensus.

Congratulations to the new Trinity council and committee members.

Harry Mueller spoke on the Capital Campaign “Sowing our Future with Faith & 
Grace” which he is co-chairing with Dave Luethy. Spoke on the history of Trinity 
and motivation behind the campaign. Thanked all who have been involved so far. 
More information will be provided in the coming months.

Christie turned the meeting over to Mike Sharitz the 2020 church council 
president. Mike expressed appreciation to Steve as treasurer and to Pastor Chris 
in his leadership role.

Mike then made a motion to adjourn which was quickly seconded.

Pastor Chris Naig came forward. Expressed thanks for Trinity’s acceptance of 
him and his family. Gave accolades to the staff particularly Brian Parish, Leslie 
Steinmeyer, Morris Larson, and Amy Jones who were present. He then said a 
closing prayer. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:10 pm.
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2021 NOMINATING REPORT
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

2021 NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT
The five slates of 2021 Trinity Nominees are as follows:
 Council Officers and At-Large members
 Nominating Committee
 Endowment Committee
 Mission Team
 Synod Assembly Delegates

For the following slates, the proposed nominees on whom you will vote at the Annual Meeting on January 24, 2021, are in bold 
type and underlined.

Slate 1 - Council Officers and At-Large Council Members
 President  Kevin Johnson will serve a one-year term.
 VP/President Elect Jennifer Larsen has agreed to stand for election.
 Secretary  Lori Roseman has agreed to stand for election.
 Treasurer  Paul Ogier has agreed to stand for election of a 1st two-year term.

 At-large Council Members:
Lindsey Dunn  will serve the second year of a 1st two-year term. 
Kathie Haferkamp has agreed to stand for election of a 2nd two-year term.
Zack Henderson has agreed to stand for election of a 2nd two-year term.
Mike Herrmann has agreed to stand for election of a 1st two-year term.
Genie Mueller  has agreed to stand for election of a 2nd two-year term.
Jim Mueller  has agreed to stand for election of a 1st two-year term.
Susan Seckel  has agreed to stand for election of a 1st two-year term.
Elisa Thelen  will serve the second year of a 2nd two-year term

Slate 2 - Nominating Committee
 Vicki Dohrmann  will serve a two-year term.
 Heidi Hope  will serve a one-year-term.
 Fred Meyland-Smith will serve a one-year-term.
 Becky Tidswell  will serve a two-year-term.
 Jon Trettel  will serve a two-year-term.
 Ron Jones  has agreed to stand for election to a three-year-term.

Slate 3 - Endowment Fund Committee
 Eric Flattem  has agreed to stand for election of a three-year term.
 Eric Halter  has agreed to stand for election of a three-year term.
 Mike Hower  will serve the second year of a three-year term.
 Dan Klug  will serve the second year of a three-year term.
 Peter Larsen  will serve the third year of a three-year term.
 Todd Maloy  will serve the second year of a three-year term.

Slate 4 - Mission Committee
 Kathy Gaal   will serve a one-year-term.
 Rob Harper   will serve a two-year-term. 
 Linda Lemke   will serve a one-year-term.
 Ashley Parrish  has agreed to stand for election of a three-year term.
 Peggy Schaefer  will serve a two-year-term.
 Christie Tietjen   will serve a three-year-term

Slate 5 - Synod Assembly Delegates
 Ruth Rangel, Cindy Gesme and Bob & Teri Francis have agreed to serve as Trinity’s delegates to the Central States
 Synod Assembly in 2021.



Outgoing Council 

A special thank you to our outgoing Church 
Council members who have volunteered 
countless hours and provided the gift of 
collective wisdom:

 ● Mike Sharitz, Council President
 ● Steve Paquette, Council Treasurer
 ● Claudia Pico, At-Large Council 

Member
 ● Andrew Sobey, At-Large Council 

Member

Outgoing Endowment

Thank you to our outgoing Endowment 
Fund Committee members:

 ● Bob Lepoire, Endowment Fund 
Committee

 ● Paul Ogier, Endowment Fund 
Committee

Farewell and Godspeed
Carol Bentley

A very special thank you to Carol Bentley, 
Trinity Preschool Director. After serving as 
director for 17 years, Carol will be moving 
to Camas, WA in January, 2021.

During Carol’s time as director, the Trinity 
Preschool program grew from 70 students 
to over 150 students! In 2020, there were 
10 classrooms and 24 staff members. To 
enhance the preschool experience, Carol 
oversaw the addition of Spanish classes, 
HiNRG gymnastics, Summer Camps, and 
an outdoor garden. Thank you, Carol, for 
your 17 years of dedicated service to Trinity 
Preschool!

Staff & Volunteers

Thank you  to our dedicated Trinity Staff 
and Trinity Member Volunteers—you are 
our village. Because of you, Trinity is able 
to serve as the hands and feet of Christ in 
our community and show others that “You 
Matter to God, You Matter to US.”

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS & STAFF
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Members Received
Lynn Hunt
Jan Hunt
Julie Mangiamano
Jake Braymiller
Isaac Holbrook
Sarah Holbrook
Elyse Holbrook
Evan Holbrook
Erik Holbrook
Marilyn Holbrook

Baptisms
Samyra Ruth Nadar

Confirmations
Evan James Halter
Olivia Dawn Little
Sophia Grace Little
Emma Ann Thelen
Logan Scott Thomas
Eli Coe Naig

Deaths
Jim Anderson
Margaret Kunz
Dick Wegner
Earl Crenshaw
Vi Nilson
Harry Duffey
Paul Hinrichs
Roger Thomas
Gilda Jones
Marie Sievert
Erv Mild
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2020 PARISH STATISTICAL REPORT

2020 Membership Report
   Baptized Voting  Households
1/01/2020             576       460    335
Members Received              10           8        4
Confirmation                  0           6        0
Bapitzed Members                1            0        0
Removed/Transferred            -10       -10       -5
Deceased             -10       -10      -6 
*Adjustments                1           1         7
12/31/2020             568       455    335
Average Sunday Worship Attendance:  205
*Statistical adjustment




